The Serbian Reply
of the Danubian Monarchy as a whole have now been
met. The few reservations which Serbia makes upon
certain points can in my opinion be settled by negotia-
tion. But this humble surrender is announced urbi et orbi,
and thereby any reason for war disappears."*
The contradiction between William II's expressed
opinion and his actions could not fail to strike a writer
so fond of psychological analysis as Eugen Fischer.(i3)
He discusses at length the bearing of the Imperial
remarks, and wonders what one is to make of an opinion
which strikes him as so clearly contrary to the plan drawn
up at Potsdam on July 5th. "If the Emperor's judgment
was sound," he declares, "it would have been his bounden
duty to tell the Austrian Emperor and his Government
that the German Emperor and his Government regarded
Serbia's fault as expiated, and the Austrian threat as set
aside; and he should have added that the German
Emperor and his Government would henceforth be
compelled to regard any military measures against the
kingdom of Serbia not as an act of defence but an act
of aggression; and to deny the existence of any casus
foederis." Eugen Fischer concludes that in fact the
Imperial judgment was "an insincerity, hardly more than
a joke, which the Emperor himself did not take seriously."
Whatever one may think of this rather maliciously indul-
* The German Chancellor agreed with his master. He felt
that Serbia "has given such wide satisfaction to the Austrian
demands that an absolutely uncompromising attitude on the
part of the Austrian Government would have to reckon with
growing hostility from the public opinion of the whole of
Europe," Such was the opinion which he expressed on July 28th,
and which he repeated on July 30th at the session of the Cabinet
Council.(i2)
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